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BASEBALD

FROM PAGE 1

more money is raised, the coaching
staff will participate, Jones said.

“Our goal is to raise money, but it's
more so to raise awareness,” he said.

The fundraiser will be similar
to a 2007 event in which players
shaved their heads and donated
money in honor of former assistant
coach Chad Holbrook’s son, who
was battling cancer at the time.

“It’'s something that has really hit-
home for the baseball team in gen-
eral with Chase being a part of it,”
said senior shortstop Ryan Graepel.
“He was diagnosed with brain can-
cer his freshman year — that was
really hard for us as a team.”

Making a difference

Debbie Dibbert, the director
of external affairs for the UNC
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer
Center, said the fundraiser will
bring in much-needed money.

Donations will go to help sup-
port services of the pediatric out-
patient program of the N.C. Cancer
Hospital, such as aid to families of
children being treated and aid to
researchers working on clinical tri-
als, she said.

“The hospital just opened
in August,” Dibbert said. “The
demand for support services has
gone up 30 percent.” ‘

The money’s destination has
special meaning for Jones.

“That’s where I was treated, and
that’s where my doctors are,” Jones
said. “It’s going for children with
cancer. It’s for the kids.”

Jones said he looks forward to
the event because of its outward
expression of cancer support.

“It taught me that
life isn’t about
you. It’s about
what you can do
Jor others.”

CHASE JONES, BULLPEN CATCHER

“Seeing everyone come in with
long hair and leaving with the same
length, you get some players who
look in the mirror and are upset
to see their hair gone,” Jones said.
“Baseball’s not the end all to be all.
Maybe by people on campus seeing
us, they’ll think the same thing.”

Other players on the team said
they are glad to be participating
but have mixed feelings about los-
ing their hair. ,

“It'll probably be a solid month,
month and a half before I start
looking normal again,” Graepel
said, laughing. *

. Pitcher Colin Bates said he
doesn’t mind cutting his hair,
which he already keeps short.

“I'm looking forward to seeing
the guys who I don’t know what
the shape of their head looks like,”

Bates said. “They’ve got long hair, |

so it could be funny to see.”

While his teammates look forward
to seeing the shapes of their team-
mates’ heads, Jones is mindful of the
lessons he has already learned.

- “It taught me that life isn’t about
you,” he said. “It’s about what you
can do for others. To put me on the
lowest of lows and then putting
me back to this place is an amaz-
ing thing”

Contact the University Editor
at udesk@unc.edu.

The Daily Tar Heel

> DTH/PHONG DINH
For each $100 raised in the BaseBald for the Cure fundraiser, one team
member will shave his head after the team'’s April 11 home game.



